On October 26, 1932, the Board of Trustees of the American 
Foundation for the Blind passed a resolution formalizing its acceptance of “a 
valuable collection of letters, photographs, diplomas... etc. for the purpose of 
establishing a Museum or Exhibit to perpetuate the records of Helen Keller’s 
life and career.” The document read further “the Trustees shall use their 
best judgement to ensure the preservation of the collection as a whole.” 
This acknowledgement was made to the two donors of these artifacts - Helen 
Keller and her teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy. Had it not been for the creation 
of this collection, material documenting the lives of these great women 
would have been completely lost. On November 24, 1946, a telegram was 
delivered to Keller in Rome, reading “Irwin telephoned last night from New 
York - Your house badly damaged by fire.” The truth was that the house 
and its contents had been destroyed. The first manuscript of “Teacher,” the 
braille library, and 14 years of correspondence were lost in the house fire. 


In June of 1960, Marguerite Levine joined AFB as manager of their 
records center. Levine developed a real classification system and 
organization to a collection that was scattered in several locations in the 
organization, while also seeking out and acquiring more records and 
correspondence that was still outside of the organization. She also took the 
first steps towards preservation and conservation. During this time, the 
collection was used to research definitive works on both Helen Keller and 
AFB by Joseph Lash (Unseen Minority) and Frances Koestler Helen and 
Teacher.) 


Helen Selsdon served as the archivist for the American Foundation for 
the Blind from 2002 to 2021. She managed the Archive, and served as a 
grant writer and spokesperson for AFB’s historical collections. Selsdon 
succeeded /n getting a National Endowment for the Humanities-funded 
project to digitize the AFB’s Helen Keller Archive and make the digital 
collection fully accessible to blind, deaf, hearing impaired, deafblind, sighted, 
and hearing audiences alike. It should be noted that during this time, the 
September 11 attacks destroyed the offices of Helen Keller International. A 
modest archive was housed there, believed to have been made up 
predominantly of publications. Only two books and a bust of Keller survived. 


Mike and | went to New York in January of 2020, and | started in 
October of 2020. 


